
Progetti europei di sviluppo rurale ed 
ambientale

European Projects on Rural Development and 
Environment
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Fundación Comunidad Valenciana – Región Europea



1. FCVRE: Who are we? How can we contribute?

2. Setting: European approach to rural reality

2.1 Defending our interests in Europe: Loss selling and Water in 
Agriculture

1. Initiatives and best practices: examples

• Environmental aspects
• Innovation 
• Social, economic and cultural development
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• Social, economic and cultural development





� Public Sector

Regional and local 
governments

� Private Sector

Financial institutions, 
Chambers of Commerce, 

Public-Private Partnership (PPP)

1.  FCVRE: Who are we? How can we contribute?

New Instrument for the Valencian Region 

governments

Public institutions

Chambers of Commerce, 
Universities, Business 

Federations…

FCVRE
Fundacion Comunidad Valenciana – Región Europea
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Methodology
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FUNDING OF THE VALENCIAN REGIONAL OFFICE IN BRUSSELSFUNDING OF THE VALENCIAN REGIONAL OFFICE IN BRUSSELS
20032003--20082008
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HHRR: PERMANENT STAFF AND TRAINEES EVOLUTION HHRR: PERMANENT STAFF AND TRAINEES EVOLUTION 
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STAFF IN BRUSSELS: 53 PEOPLE 

STAFF IN VALENCIA: 10 PEOPLE

STAFF IN ALICANTE: 1 PEOPLE

In 2010In 2010
HOW MANY PEOPLE WORKED AT THE HOW MANY PEOPLE WORKED AT THE 

FCVRE??FCVRE??

2003-2010

316



� Organization of events:
� We host and organize numerous meetings and
events on a daily basis.

� Stages:
We host and accept trainees and staff from other
regional offices in Brussels.

� Staff exchange program:

Willingness to host events, trainees, professionals… 
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� Staff exchange program:
We regularly organize inter-exchange of personnel
with other regional offices as a tool for strengthening
and ensuring interregional cooperation.

� Multinational Crew:
At this moment our team is made up of 10 different 
nationalities diferentes: Italy, Argentine, Spain, 
France, Hungary, Croatia, Romania, Venezuela, 
Portugal and Peru. 

Ms Cristina Montero – HR Team Coordinator
cmontero@delcomval.be

Italian native Andrea Visentin is currently 
employed at our main headquarters in Brussels



� European Institutions

� 268 Regional Offices

� Representations to the EU

� Embassies

� Media

+1200
accredited journalists

+268

From Brussels….

�����
����	
���
�������	�
�	���
�	�	
� ������
������	 ��������	�����

� Media

� Universities

+268
regional offices



2. Setting: European approach to rural reality

-Climate Change: central element of 2010 
(integration of the environmental variable)

-Spanish presidency

-Budget reform of the Common Agricultural Policy for  the 2014-2020 
period: 

-Agenda 2000 reform: (2 pillars): production support  and rural development
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-Required: Rural diversification

•Key aspects to avoid deterioration: to reverse migr ation flow, 
integrate natural areas, provide a tourist approach  and implement 
other measures for economic diversification.

-Involvement of disadvantaged social sectors, young people, 
unemployed– 2010 European Year for combating Poverty  and Social 
Exclusion



2.1 DEFENDING OUR INTERESTS IN EUROPE
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• Land planning, and sustainability of the strategies for development. 

• Biodiversity and preservation of wetlands, forests and cultivated areas. 

• Additional infrastructures: water transfers, desalinisation. 

• Climate change: water scarcity and floods come together
in Europe.

����
��������
���� ����� ����� ���
������
������������������� ������������ ��� ��� ��
�
����
�
��

Main points related to agriculture: 
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• Use non-drinking water for cleaning, irrigation and sanitation purposes. Tourist facilities, 
including golf courses and farms must in particular be required to reuse and recycle the water 
that they utilise.

FIRST MAJOR MEDITERRANEAN INPUT IN 
EU WATER POLICY



• Inclusion of water management as a new challenge for the Common Agricultural Policy; 
closer integration of water management issues in ru ral and upland development 
programmes should be considered. 

• Value of arable land and upland areas, rich in water and forests, to be studied as a means 
of generating atmospheric humidity and attracting rain and of halting desertification caused 
by climate change.
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Main points related to agriculture: 
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• Inclusion of measures to protect upland areas, wetlands  and green areas in order to 
overcome the consequences of  droughts and flooding linked to climate change

Opinion adopted by majority of the Committee of the  Regions the 10th April 
2008



Successful Experiences:

Past, Present and Future

3.  Initiatives and best practices: examples
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Past, Present and Future

Projects – Networks- Initiatives



Number of projects approved: 78 + 6

Valencian budget for projects approved: 68 M.

Budget for projects approved:155 M.

Facts and Figures 2003-2010
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Budget for projects approved:155 M.

Projects under assessment: 70



European Call for Proposals

CIP ICT PSP: January-June 2010. Budget 2010: 112 Mill.€.
Objective: Aims at a wider uptake and best use of ICT and digital content by citizens, governments and
businesses, in particular SMEs.
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/ict_psp/index_en.htm

CIP IEE: March-June 2010. Budget 2010: 56 Mill.€.
Objective : Contribute to secure, sustainable and competitively priced energy for Europe, by fostering energy
efficiency, the use of new and renewable energy sources, and the rational use of energy resources.
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/index_en.html

CIP ECO-INNOVATION: April-September 2010: Budget: 30 Mill.€. Aprox.
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CIP ECO-INNOVATION: April-September 2010: Budget: 30 Mill.€. Aprox.
Objective: Support innovative products, services and technologies that can make a better use of our natural
resources and reduce Europe's ecological footprint.
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/etap/ecoinnovation/

LIFE +: May-September 2010. Budget: 250 mill. €. Aprox.
Objective: Supporting environmental and nature conservation projects.
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life

ENPI: May-September 2010. Budget: 32 Mill.€. Aprox.
Objective: Promote the multilateral cross-border cooperation between the Mediterranean Sea Basin countries.
http://www.enpicbcmed.eu/



LIFE +LIFE +
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Responsible for LIFE + Programme in FCVRE: Laura Bas �O�E�D�V�#�G�H�O�F�R�P�Y�D�O���E�H
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PROJECT BIOCOMPOST 
LIFE - Environment 2001-2004

LIFE Programme

Demonstration Plant for sludge and straw of rice composting and the evaluation of the
agronomic quality of the compost

HOW?
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-Establishing an operational system for collecting rice straw
that solves the current problems making this non-viable.

-Providing an overall and sustained solution to two current
problems of generation of CO2

-Complying with the objectives set out by the E.U. Council
-(Community Directive 91/156/EEC, Communication 96/399) that gives priority to the re-use, recycling and
valuing the waste under other management techniques.

www.biocompost.orgBudget: 1.438.855 €



ECORICE Project
2002-2006

LIFE + Programme

-The main aim of this project was to re-use and recycle rice hay,
amongst other green waste produced in the surrounding area of
Albufera Nature Park.

- Vegetable waste was used to produce organic blankets that
were employed for the recovery of land in process of
desertification.

- This project resulted in water savings and in the conservation of
the Park, reducing emissions released by hay burning.

Partners: Council of Valencia, Regional Ministry for Environment, FUVAMA,
FCVRE, private farmers.

Budget: 1.962.795 €
888�&,��-(,&�)&/
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The current project suggests studying the technical and economic viability of the different treatment
alternatives of woody necromass of horticultural origin on the basis of experiments carried out by
technological institutes, energy offices and academic institutes at a world level by applying them to the
characteristics and needs of the areas involved in the project.

“Burn-off” – Development of an eco-efficient valoris ation 
of vegetal waste. Alternatives to traditional burni ng

characteristics and needs of the areas involved in the project.

At a technical level, the “Burn off” project tries to adapt the available technology to the particularities of
every waste taking into account its origin, composition, degradation and valorisation possibilities and
impact effect on the natural environment of each process.

The project will mainly look for the participation of those high agricultural production areas, which require
a viable end for the volume of waste they generate, by suggesting them efficient alternatives to the
traditional management of waste or other ones in which they can get involved and collaborate actively.

Araceli Zorrilla- azorrilla@delcomval.be
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LIFE + Programme

-The main aim of this project is the valorisation of 
agricultural waste, especially from vines, that is 
produced in rural areas of Requena, so that this type of 
waste is not burnt.

-Cellulose processing was the option selected in order 

BIOVID Project 2002-2003
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www.biovid.net

-Cellulose processing was the option selected in order 
to obtain wood pulp (100 % eco-friendly and an 
innovative system for the re-use of lignin)

Budget: 2.087.300.000€

Partner: Council of Requena and FCVRE



� CONCOURS MONDIAL DE BRUXELLES (WINE) – took place in Valencia in April 2009.

Some facts about 2009s Edition:

The Valencian Region: WINE TRADITION 
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Some facts about 2009s Edition:

- More than 48 producer countries.
- 24.000 wine bottles will be offered to taste    
and 1200 litres of water. 
- 248 professional wine tasters
- Overnight stays, restaurants, flights
- City marketing 

A big event is an ideal place to develop project ideas, to look for partners and achieve transnationality.

NEXT CONCOURS 2010 IN SICILIA 
www.concoursmondial.com



Project LEONARDO DA VINCI

Duration: 24 months
Total budget: 353.915 Euros – EU contribution: 265.436 Euros (75%)

General Project Coordinator: FLORIDA Centre de Formació

Lifelong learning programme through online services for tourism professionals in 

FORESTUR 2006-2007
Tailored training for professionals in the rural tourist sector
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Lifelong learning programme through online services for tourism professionals in 
rural areas

Objectives:

• Quality management in tourism companies
• Use of information and communication technologies (ICT)
• Language competence (mainly English for tourism purposes)
• Activity development , which has an effect on the community and its environment. 



Intelligent Energy for Europe

-Importance of Agro-energy districts as examples on how to achieve important energy and
environmental objectives in Europe.

- The RuralE.Evolution project aims to define and disseminate an effective methodology in
Europe in order to achieve the successful implementation of PPP (Public-Private

RuralE·Evolution Project
2009-2011
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Europe in order to achieve the successful implementation of PPP (Public-Private
Partnerships) models in agro-energy districts.

Area of study in Spain: Benasal (Castellón)
Population: 1.405 inhabitants.

Spanish partners: Intercoop and FCVRE
Budget:640.000 €

www.ruraleevolution.eu



OBJECTIVES:

• To use forest, agricultural and waste biomass in order to generate alternative local 
energy; to prevent forest fires by means of cleaning forests and creating more rural 
employment.

• To define and assess available best practices and technologies for efficient economic and 

Best4VarioUse Project
2009-2011
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• To define and assess available best practices and technologies for efficient economic and 
environmental development. 

• Working areas: Forestry, Landscape conservation, Agriculture, Forest-fire prevention, and 
to generate Employment.

• Spanish partners: AIDIMA, Valencia Chamber of Commerce,  Iberdrola SL, FCVRE
• Budget: 3. 971.415 € (EC Contribution 46.33%)

www.Best4VarioUse.iff.fraunhofer.de



• The main objective of the project is to promote the use of own resources, among
them the cultural heritage of rural areas , that can promote sustainable tourism in the
area.

• Local communities are not aware of the opportunities offered by their heritage and
own resources, which could prevent abandonment and migration.

Cultural Heritage: Opportunities for rural developm ent

CHORD Project - 2009-2011
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• The project will create a cooperation network for 9 European territories from the
Mediterranean basin in order to create strategies that integrate development and
resources.

PARTNERS: FCVRE, Ribera Alta Community and  the Seville Chamber of Commerce, 
Industry and Navigation.

Budget: 1.317.000 €

75% co-financed by the Programme MED 

www.chordmed.eu



FARMERS: Green Guardian Role
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• Leaders: Piamonte (IT) – Vercelli area

• Municipalities from IT, FR, RO, GR

• Network launched in February 2010

Sustainable Initiatives: “European Rice Network”
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•Objective: European Platform
–Promotion of the rice sector and defense of its interests
–Better product placement market
–Good practices
–Innovation, research and competitiveness

•Contact: mroca@delcomval.be



“Burn-off” – Development of an eco-efficient valoris ation 
of vegetal waste. Alternatives to traditional burni ng

What are the KIC – RIC’s??
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Let’s work together!

�����
����	
���
�������	�
�	���
�	�	
� ������
������	 ��������	�����

http://www.uegva.info/fundacioncv/bbdd/index.php
You can publish your proposals on:
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Become a…

Friend of the Valencian Region… 
You will be invited to:

•Seminars/Conferences
•Wine/Cava/Food Tastings
•Projects Final Conferences
•Infodays
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• Infodays
And the…
Valencian Film Session

email us at: info@delcomval.be 



www.uegva.info

Juan Manuel RevueltaJuan Manuel Revuelta
DirectorDirector

Fundación ComunidadFundación Comunidad ValencianaValenciana RegiónRegión EuropeaEuropea

Grazie per la sua attenzione
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jrevuelta@jrevuelta@delcomval.bedelcomval.be

Our staff:Our staff:

Elena Salas Elena Salas –– Water and AgricultureWater and Agriculture
agricultura@delcomval.beagricultura@delcomval.be

Araceli Zorrilla Araceli Zorrilla –– EnvironmentEnvironment
azorrilla@delcomval.beazorrilla@delcomval.be


